	Criteria
	Exemplary: 4
	Accomplished:
3
	Developing:
2
	Beginning:
1
	Score

	Understands inquiry process
	Student describes the following elements in detail to the level specified below for each step in the inquiry:

Question: Student introduces the report by restating his/her well-developed question in his/her own words. The question clearly reflets student awareness of testing one variable. 

Experimental Methods:
a. Student clearly describes the methods he/she used in sufficient detail to convey an understanding of testing how the variable that was tested did or did not impact the results. 

 

b. Student describes how and why data were collected.

Results: Student's observations are well-articulated and organized in a way that reflects that careful recording of data was in place.

The results clearly describe what changed and to what extent.

Conclusions: are written clearly and in a way that demonstrates solid understanding of how the variable he/she manipulated did or did not impact the results.
	Student describes the inquiry process in his/her report or presentation based on the criteria described under 'exemplary', but the report could use more detail to demonstrate solid understanding of the question asked and the use of manipulating a variable for testing purposes.
	Student describes some elements of the inquiry process, but clearly does not understand the concept of variables, and their connection to the question he/she posed.
	Student describes only rudimentary aspects of the inquiry process, and leaves out significant detail in reporting on his/her observations. Also, there are no conclusions drawn that are relevant to the question asked.
	 


